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•  Associa'on	of	city	and	county	governments.	
•  Board	of	33	locally		
elected	officials.	

•  Founded	in	1972.	
•  Roles:	leadership,		
planning,	ac'on.	

•  Program	areas:	
•  Transporta'on	Planning	(MPO)	
•  Emergency	Services	and	9-1-1	
•  Environmental	Planning	
•  Local	Government	Services	
•  Research,	Maps	and	Data	
•  Aging	and	Head	Start	

Mid-America	Regional	Council	

9	COUNTIES	•	119	CITIES	
2	MILLION	PEOPLE	

4,400	SQUARE	MILES	

KANSAS	CITY	REGION	



Tools	Created	
to		
Strengthen	Our		
Region’s	CiQes	



Messaging	Challenge…	

•  Why	should	ci'es	
and	the	business	
community	care	
about	the	projected	
drama'c	increase	in	
our	region’s	65+	
popula'on?	



Economic		
Impact	of		
an	Aging		
PopulaQon	



Analysis	Covers… 		

•  Demographic	ShiX	
•  Workforce	
•  Employment	
•  Earnings	
•  Spending	
•  Educa'on	
•  Migra'on	PaZerns	



Older	households	spend	about	as	much	as	younger	
households,	on	average.	

Based	on	na'onal	data	



The	case	for	retaining	the	Kansas	City	
region’s	65+	popula'on.	

And…	



Es'ma'ng	economic	impact:	assump'ons	and	
methodology	



Retaining	more	seniors	produces	a	cumula've	effect	
on	the	region’s	economy,	resul'ng	in	nearly	7,000	
more	people	and	2,600	more	jobs	if	con'nued	for	10	
years.	



More	people	and	jobs	in	the	region	would	raise	annual	
incomes	by	nearly	half	a	billion	dollars,	and	the	value	of	
goods	and	services	produced	locally	by	nearly	one-quarter	
billion	dollars.		



Conclusion	
•  Seniors	are	an	increasing	share	of	the	economy.	
•  This	is	the	result	of	both	growing	numbers	and	
improving	spending	power.	
• Retaining	seniors	who	might	otherwise	leave	can	
be	an	important	part	of	an	overall	economic	
development	strategy.	
•  Strategies	that	make	the	region	more	aZrac've	to	
seniors	could	add	thousands	of	jobs	and	millions	of	
dollars	to	the	region’s	economy,	over	'me.		
• We	are	increasingly	a	community	OF	all	ages,		
so	we	need	to	invest	to	become	a	community		
FOR	all	ages.	



Contact	InformaQon	
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cboyer@marc.org	


